1.  You'll reflect on the role that pop culture has played in constructing your sense of the American Dream.
Consider your associations with terms like success, freedom, hard work, wealth, self-made, individualism, competition, meritocracy, equality, ambition, materialism, achievement. What movies, music, books, shows, or games come to mind? Is there a particular story or character or cultural trend that epitomizes some aspect of the American Dream in your mind?
Think about either:
A. a specific artifact of popular culture that has impacted your view of the American Dream. (Note: This might be an artifact that helped you shape what to aspire to, or one that warned of potential pitfalls or obstacles.) Example: Breaking Bad, World of Warcraft, "Boulevard of Broken Dreams"
B. a pop cultural development or trend that has impacted your view of the American Dream. Example: the rise of makeover shows, superhero movies.
[bookmark: _Hlk67308645]In a full and thoughtful paragraph, explain what you chose and how or in what way it shaped or illustrated something about the American Dream for you. 
I chose the rise of superheroes as a pop culture trend that has impacted the American dream. The concept of superheroes emerged during the Great Depression. The rise of superheroes offered people an opportunity to fight for their aspirations by putting in hard work as defined in the American dream. Superheroes act as a symbol of hope for the people; they give assurance and confidence to the people that the nation is protected and will be restored if there happens to be any serious crisis. Superhero figures have been re-modeled to fit present-day America while maintaining the American dream values such as hard work, honesty, justice, and hope.

2. What the American Dream Sounds Like
Time to make a playlist.

But first, we need to do some reflecting about our associations with term “American Dream.”

First, jot down six characteristics that you associate with the American Dream 
For example: “equal pay for equal work” or “you can be anything you set your mind to” or “luck is needed”
1. A spirit of gratitude
2.Willingness and boldness to invest
3.A mindset of" Do whatever it takes."
4.Readiness to learn
5.The discipline to delay instant gratification
6.A sense of pride and appreciation of where you come from

Then, identify 4 different factors that might influence your personal conception of the “American Dream”—political, social, economic, cultural, geographical, generational, technological, religious, gendered etc. For each, briefly explain how these shape or personalize your conception.
For example: as a Midwesterner, I grew up with an emphasis on being hard-working but also overly nice; cutthroat ambition makes me anxious
1. Cultural factors- Growing up, I was taught the value of hard work and resilience in all my activities, including school work and personal projects.
2. Technological Factors-Advancements in technology have enabled people to achieve economic prosperity. Nowadays, we can learn skills from the internet and start online businesses, thus making the American Dream a reality for many.
3.Economic factors- Growing up in a low-income family hinders most people from achieving the American dream because they have no access to basic necessities such as food, shelter, education, and healthcare, which can enable them to be happy and prosper despite their hard work.
4. Geographical factors- children from mixed-income neighborhoods perform better academically than people from low-income neighborhoods' geographical location, therefore affecting an individual's personal perception of the American Dream.

What are the sounds of the American Dream to you? What music best matches what you know, feel, believe about this country (and in particular, what success in America means)?

First, put together your playlist. List 6-10 songs in the space below:
1.	America by Neil Diamond,
2.	What a wonderful world by Louis Armstrong
3.	Custom Concern by Modest Mouse
4.	 Damage days by Jeff Rosenstock
5.	America the Beautiful by Ray Charles
6.	Brother, can you spare a dime by Harburg and Gorney

Then, write about your playlist. You might choose to explore the overall theme of your playlist, highlighting a few songs to explain how they fit, or you might choose to zoom in and focus on just one particular song or one particular artist who represents something vital to your conception or experience of the American Dream.

Use this exercise as a chance to be creative. Have fun. Write in your own voice.
 
My American Dream Sounds Like [fill in the blank]
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From my perception, the American dream is all about the people's right to live freely and enjoy happiness. I firmly believe that our interpretations of the American Dream differ because we all have different aspirations and standards for our lives. It is good if each person follows their path without focusing on a set of rules set for us.
 However, there is a specific criticism of modern America that I prescribe to, for instance; In jeff Rosenstock's damage days music, he talks about how the American dream is unrealistic and continuously criticizes what it means. The lyrics talk about how some workers are overworked yet underpaid, how this generation is in an age of binge watching and spending long hours on the screen without being productive. To some extent, the American Dream has been twisted and distorted to a point it does not directly connect to what it was initially meant to be.

